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from the crowd which had come to the station to say
good-bye to me ; but I soon recovered, and by the
time I got to Karachi I was looking forward with
the greatest excitement to my new adventures. I
sailed on the 8th November in the British India
mail-steamer Dwarka, which reached Basrah on the
morning of the 14th, after failing to cross the bar,
and being delayed twelve hours in consequence.
We had also spent the night of the i3th at
Mohammerah, owing to the obstruction in the
channel caused by two steamers which the Turks
sunk in their retreat. Basrah did not look to me
very different from what I remembered of it when I
passed through in 1913, except that two large cap-
tured steamers, with the star and the letters P.S,S.
on the funnel which marked all prize steamers, lay
at anchor in the stream, one of which was being
used as a kind of rest house for officers passing
through the Base on the way to or from the front,
and the other was a sort of prisoners' base.
I reported myself at the Base Commandant's
Office, and was told that I had better find my way
to the Political Office, as there were no military
orders for me. When I got there I found that both
Sir Percy Cox, the Chief Political Officer, and
Captain A, T. Wilson, his principal assistant, were
away. Sir Percy was with General Nixon at
Aziziyah, a small town on the Tigris, only forty-
five miles, as the crow flies, from Baghdad, which
had been occupied by General Townshend in
October, and Wilson had just gone to India on sick
leave. Force Headquarters had moved up to
Aziziyah on the 5th November, and the advance on
Baghdad had started only three days before I
reached Basrah- Two other officers who had been